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IMAGINATIVE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
PARENT (OR OTHER ADULT} REVIEW

Reviewer's Nome Dote of Review

THE ASSIGNMENI
Eoch student wos osked to write on outobiogrophy which covers his or her life from birih to
opproximotely twenty yeors from now. The work is to include truthful informotion from ihe post ond
present. os well os imogined detoils regording the future. The obsolute minimum is on iniroduction, o
conclusion ond five strong body porogrophs; the moximum is obout four iyped, double-spoced
poges. Approximcrtely one-third of the writing should be obout ihe siudent's post ond present life ond
the other two-thirds {or so} should be oboul lhe fufure. The writing should be thoughlful, descriptive
ond genuinely reflect who the student is ond who he or she hopes to be.

YOUR ASSIGNMENT

Pleose reod the student's IMAGINATIVE AUTOBIOGRAPHY from beginning to end. Do
not moke notes or edit while you do this-just reod through the entire piece.

Feel free to glonce at the questions on the bqck of this hondout to help you with the
tosks listed below.

r Pleose write of leost one complimenl (ond no more lhon 5) obout ihe studenf's
IMAGINATIVE AUTOBIOGRAPHY in the spoce below.

Pleose wriie of leost one sussestion {ond no more thon 5} obout the student's
IMAGINATIVE AUTOBIOGRAPHY in the spoce below.

Now reod through the piece o second time ond mork on lhe poper ony errors thot
get in the woy of you fully understonding the student's writing.

Note: lt moy be difficult (ond possibly counter-productive) to comment on oll enors. so you ore
encouroged to focus on those ihoi cppeor most frequently or the ones thot ore most troublesome for
you <:s o reoder. Keep in mind thol students will receive teocher comments ond conections on the
droft they submit this Fridoy ond then will hove the opportunity lo revise once ogoin, so you need nol
feelcompelled to oddress ollerrors ond deficiencies of ihis time.
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While you ore reoding the student's IMAGINATIVE AUTOBIOGRAPHY,
you ore encouroged to reflect on these six writing troits:

ldeos & Content:
r Are the ideqs fully developed ond cleorly presented?
. Does the writing tell o slory?
r Are there detoils thot help crecrte o picture of the student's reol experiences or moke

the student's imogined experiences seem reol?

Orqonizolion:
. Does the orgonizotion moke sense?
. Does the writing follow o specific orgonizotionol strotegy such os moving through the

informotion chronologicolly or themoticolly?
o Does the order of the writing ond your poragrophs move the reoder through the text?

Senlence Fluency:
o Are lhe structures of the sentences voried?
. Does the siudent mix short ond long sentences io enhonce lhe rhythm of the wriling?
r Do the sentences flow smoothly?
r When you reod the student's writing oloud, does it sound os good os when you reod it

to yourself?

Convenligns:
r Hos the student tended to the mechonicol enors thol trip up reoders {remember CUPS:

copitolizotion, word usoge, punctuotion, ond spelling)?
r Does the writing ovoid sentence frogmenls ond run-ons?
o Do the porogroph breoks moke sense?
r Does lhe writing suggest thot the student hos checked the writing for coreless enors

ond hos used his or her best proofreoding skills?

Word Choice:
. Does the writing show core wcrs token with vorying word choice so cts to ovoid

repetition?
r Hos the student mode o poinl of not being too informol in his or her wriiing (words or

phfOSeS like "Well," "YOU knOW," "GinOfmOUS," Of "lt fOCkS" Afe fine fOf COSUOI

conversotion, but noi for school cssignments)?
. ls there evidence thot the student stretched his or her vocobulory o bit by choosing

interesting words, but ones thot still fii who s/he is ond how slhe writes?

Voice:
. Does the wriling hove energy?
. Does it seem thot everything thot is written hos o purpose?
r Does it soy, "Reod me! I hove focus ond chorccter. I'm not jusi o list of experiences or

o rombling occount; I om filled with importont stories told with engoging detoils"?
o Does it screom "This is-{inserf sfudent's norne here}!"?


