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Lost In a New World

by Aaron

A few years ago, I started reading 
a book called The Book Thief. 
It was horrible. I was 30 pages          
in, and didn’t like it at all -- not 

because of the content, but the formatting. 
The book was made up of letters back and 
forth between two people. I really don’t 
like different formats for books other than 
full pages of writing. Then I stumbled upon 
Tropical Secrets, and it looked like a great 
book. I opened it up, and… poems. My 
excitement dimmed like 
there was a power out-
age, but I decided to try 
it anyway. I kept reading 
the book because it was 
more like a story made up 
RI�SRHPV��QRW�MXVW�ÀRZHU\�
language. Many poems 
describe things very viv-
idly, and this book did. 
But it also just told a story made up of 
stanzas, and it was from the perspective of 
somebody. 
    I’m glad I did! This 190 page book is 
full of rich, poetic language that seems like 
I am right there with Daniel, Paloma, and 
David, the three main characters. This book 
takes place in Cuba, 1939, when Holocaust 
UHIXJHHV� DUH� ÀHHLQJ� IURP�1D]L�*HUPDQ\��
Daniel, a young boy, has to leave his fam-
ily. His parents didn’t make much money, 
so they were only able to afford one ticket, 
and that was for Daniel. If I was in his 
place, I wouldn’t be able to leave. 
� � � �7KH�SRHPV�RI� WKLV�ERRN�ÀRZ�WRJHWKHU�
OLNH�VWUHDPV�ÀRZLQJ�LQWR�D�ULYHU�WR�IRUP�D�
beautiful story. From the perspective of a 
stubborn refugee, this new place doesn’t 
seem to matter. The ship was turned away 
at America, so Cuba was the last place to 
go. This left the refugees wondering where 
they should go. They were sent away from 
America, the Promised Land, so Cuba is 
their last chance. 
    In this book, the characters are so real, it 
seems as though they are alive. Daniel and 
Paloma are both struggling, working hard 
IRU� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� WKH� UHIXJHHV� ÀRRGLQJ�

into Cuba like a blizzard of black coats and 
hats.
    My favorite character is Daniel, as he is 
described vividly and he is very easy to fol-
low. He also is believable and doesn’t seem 
like he is the best or the worst, but normal. 
For example, he relies on other people a lot, 
which can be a bad thing, but in David’s 
case, it’s not so bad. He relies on David, 
EXW� ,� GRQ¶W� WKLQN�KH� LV� DVNLQJ� IRU� VSHFL¿F�
WKLQJV��EXW�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�IDWKHUO\�¿JXUH�DV�
he is away from his parents and he doesn’t 
know what to do. But Daniel works hard 

for himself. I like that. 
    I learned a lot about 
Cuba and the Holocaust, 
but I was very surprised 
when I learned what Cuba 
was like. To me, it seems 
like paradise on Earth: 
the turquoise sea, bright, 
cheery colors, and kind 
people.

    Speaking of kind, Paloma is hiding 
two refugees in her Dovecote, and she is 
struggling to take care of them.  “Carnival 
only lasts a few days and nights, and then 
I will need to dream up new ways of mak-
ing money to help the sad people who still 
come on more and more ships.”
� � � �(YHQWXDOO\��'DQLHO�DQG�'DYLG�¿QG�RXW��
and they help Paloma. I think 
that this book is a inspiring, 
vivid recreation of the life of 
a refugee during the Holo-
caust. 
    What I didn’t like about 
this book is that it seemed 
as though the book just… 
ended. It could have con-
tinued longer, instead of 
stopping very abruptly. The 
book also conveys a sad mes-
sage, which I do not enjoy in 
any book. Being separated 
from my parents at this age 
would be the worst thing that 
could happen to me. When I 
learned what Daniel had to go through, I 
felt very sympathetic and I wanted to help 
him somehow.

    When two ships land at Cuba carrying 
240 refugees Daniel is scared and excited, 
and he is thinking over and over again, 
“What if my parents are on these boats?” 
To him, this is the most important event 
in his life.
    My favorite part of the book is when 
Daniel accepts that he is now living in 
another place, and he pulls away from 
those feelings that hold him captive. 
:KHQ�KH�¿UVW�FDPH�WR�&XED��KH�ZDV�VRUW�
of shocked. Daniel had the heavy woolen 
coat and pants his parents had given him 
and a few coins. For weeks, he barely ate, 
slept, or did anything. He just sat there 
stubbornly holding on to the thought  his 
parents might be alive.
    This book is confusing at times, so I 
would recommend this book for people 
���\HDUV�DQG�ROGHU��7KLV�ERRN�LV�GH¿QLWH-
ly one worth reading, and I think a wide 
range of people would enjoy this story. 
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7KH�6DFUL¿FHV�IRU�)DPLO\
by August

WKHQ� ,� ¿UVW� VWDUWHG� UHDGLQJ�
Brooklyn Bridge I noticed 
WKDW�-RVHSK�ZDV�OXFNLHU�WKDQ�
his friends and that he had 

everything that he wanted. The main char-
DFWHU�LQ�WKH�ERRN�LV�-RVHSK���+LV�SDUHQWV�UDQ�

a candy shop. One day they 
saw a picture of the presi-
dent not killing a baby bear 
and they got the idea to make 
a teddy bear shop. They be-
came really rich from that 
DQG� -RVHSK� ORVW� D� ORW� RI� KLV�
friends as a result. His fam-
ily is newly rich so they have 
to spend their summer work-
ing on teddy bears because 
they can’t risk taking a break 
while the teddy bears are sell-
LQJ��1R� ORQJHU� FRXOG� -RVHSK�
and his book-loving sister 
get free from watching their 
baby brother Benjamin. Then 

VRPHWKLQJ�UHDOO\�EDG�KDSSHQHG��$XQW�*RO-
da died from a stroke and that devastated 
him because he was her favorite. 

The poems of this 
ERRN� ÀRZ� WRJHWKHU�
OLNH� VWUHDPV� ÀRZLQJ�
into a river to form a 
beautiful story. 
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7KH� ����� .LORPHWHUV� 7KDW�
Weren’t Worth It

by Daniel

A long time ago there was a for-
est in Koszalin. There was a 
giant tree in that forest. It was 
176.003 ft tall. Its roots spread 

for at least a mile. In those roots, seeds 
were caught and taken in. They found the 
nutrients that were needed and grew into 
milkweed plants. Those plants grew old 
and dropped their seeds. There was a ter-
rible storm that night and the wind was at 
over 120 mph. One seed started a journey 
that it would never forget. The storm took 
the seed far away. The seed took a 69.4 ki-
lometer journey to Szczecinek, but the seed 
didn’t want to stop there. It continued the 
journey south, getting closer, and closer to 
Bydgoszcz, then the wind calmed.

Tropical Secrets: 

7KH�%RRN�RI�3RHWU\
by Elan

Usually, in a book about the 
Holocaust you get informa-
tion about  numbers of deaths 
and how terrible it was, or else 

you get a story of some poor young boy or 
JLUO�ZKR�LV�WUDSSHG�LQ�*HUPDQ\�RU�DQRWKHU�
FRXQWU\�RFFXSLHG�E\� WKH�1D]LV��:KDW�\RX�
wouldn’t expect is a beautiful story written 
in poems about a young boy named Dan-
iel who escaped from the Holocaust on a 

ship seeking refuge in 
America. Daniel is turned 
away from America and is 
forced to become a refu-
gee in not America, as he 
and his parents wished, 
but in Cuba where he be-
friends a local girl whose 
father is in charge of who 
is allowed to land in Cuba. 
    The book is called Trop-
ical Secrets: Holocaust 
Refugees in Cuba by Mar-
garita Engle.
    Paloma, whose real 
name is Maria Dolores, 
is the lonely girl Daniel 
meets. She tries to help 
the refugees while avoid-
LQJ�KHU�IDWKHU�³(O�*RUGR´�
who is a very greedy man: 
“Business is business. 

:K\� VKRXOG� ,� FDUH� DERXW� 1D]LV� RU� -HZV"�
,�¿QG�PRQH\� IRU�P\�IDW�ZDOOHW�DQ\�ZD\� ,�
can.”  Yet she has no close friends other 
than her birds that she spends so much time 
with in her dovecote. This book is narrated 
LQ� WKH� ¿UVW� SHUVRQ� E\�'DQLHO� DQG� 3DORPD�
ZLWK� ³(O� *RUGR´� DQG� 'DYLG� RFFDVLRQDOO\�
narrating a chapter. 
    After the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 
$PHULFD��WKH�&XEDQ�RI¿FLDOV�WLJKWHQ�XS�RQ�
QRW�RQO\�WKH�-DSDQHVH�SHRSOH�WKHUH�EXW�DOVR�
WKH�*HUPDQV�ZKR�IRXQG�UHIXJH�LQ�&XED��,W�
WRRN� D�ZKLOH� IRU�'DQLHO� WR�¿JXUH� RXW� WKDW�
RQO\� QRQ�-HZLVK� *HUPDQV� ZHUH� EHLQJ�

    This is 0LONZHHG. Meanwhile there was a 
commotion in Warsaw, you know probably 
just the regular stuff. 
    StopThief is a regular orphan boy who 
got his name from his surroundings. He 
goes out every day to steal food. Obviously 
he got StopThief from people yelling at him 
STOP! THIEF! One day while stealing a 

loaf of bread, he is almost 
caught. As he is running he 
hears sirens behind him. 
+H�VHHV�D�ÀDVK�RI�UHG�DQG�
someone dragging him. 
This would be his future 

friend Uri. Uri takes him back to where he 
lives and StopThief meets Uri’s friends and 
KH�LV�LPPHGLDWHO\�ZHOFRPHG�WR�WKH�-HZLVK�
religion. He and his friends go out stealing 
stuff and wrestle in their giant pile of food. 
Everything got worse, especially the new 
StopThief, he was no longer StopThief, but 
0LVKD��KH�ZDV�D�QHZ�PDQ��0LVKD�PHW�-DQL-
na through stealing, and they became bes-
ties. Soon they had to move to the ghettos; 
it was a big, and 
bad change. “The 
people were going. 
I had never seen 
so many people 
walking. We were 
standing on a street 
corner, watching. 
7KH\� ZHUH� -HZV�� ,�
knew by the arm-
bands they wore.” 
They had to live 
in the dumps and 
piles of milkweed. 
They have to live 
through the worst 
of the worst and 
then they have to 
go to the worst 
place in the world. 
The ovens. Does 
Misha go or not?
    There were a few things wrong about 
WKLV� ERRN�� -DQLQD� QHHGV� WR� EH� D� FKDUDFWHU�
because there is no “milkweed” without 
-DQLQD��-DQLQD�EHLQJ�DQRWKHU�PDLQ�FKDUDF-
ter messes with the story making it more 
complicated. Also it makes the writing of 
-HUU\� 6SLQHOOL� QRW� VRXQG� DV� JRRG� DV� LW� UH-
ally sounds because it gets too compli-
FDWHG�� -HUU\� 6SLQHOOL� KDG� VRPH� SUREOHPV�
with writing this book because he made 
everybody sound extremely stupid, and it’s 
just not realistic. As far as I know, a very 
ZHOO� NQRZQ� DQG� KLJKO\� SRVLWLRQHG� 1D]L�
would never ever in his life want to, or just 

7KH�%R\�LQ�WKH�&ORVHW
by Henry

WKHQ� ,� ¿UVW� VDZ� WKH� ERRN��
The Entertainer and Dyb-
buk, I thought lots of things 
by just judging the cover. 

There is a boy with glowing eyes sitting in 
a closet. I expected it to be mysterious. The 
author, Sid Fleischman, did an excellent 
job making you go back into the world of 
WKH�1D]LV�ZLWKRXW�PDNLQJ�\RX�FU\��7KH�¿UVW�
couple of pages where strange with words 
I never heard of like ventriloquist. I asked 
my parents about a few of these words and 
discovered that you really cannot judge a 
book by its cover because the book was 
about a Dybbuk and a ventriloquist which 
sounds mysterious but wasn’t.
� � � �:KHQ�,� ODLG�P\�H\HV�RQ� WKH�¿UVW�SDJH�

0LONZHHG��1RW�$Q�2UGLQDU\�
Holocaust Book

by Ivan

Have you ever not been able to put 
a book down? Well, 0LONZHHG 
would be one of those books. 
0LONZHHG� is about a character 

named Stopthief, an ordinary thief. The 
book takes place before the Holocaust 
stealing bread and everything. After he is 
found by Uri, Uri thinks that Stopthief can 
be a smuggler because he is slim and fast. 

Misha (Uri names Stopthief Misha) meets 
more thieves because of Uri. Uri takes the 
lead and tells Misha to follow what he does 
and stay close to him. 

    Until everyone 
gets taken away into 
WKH� *KHWWR�� 0LVKD�
is very curious and 
stupid at the same 
time; he goes up to 
strangers and ask, 
“Where are you go-
ing?” When he meets 
the Milgroms he de-
cides that he wants to 
stay with them and 
not with the boys. 
When Misha meets 
-DQLQD� WKH\� FUHDWH� D�
strong bond through-
out the whole book 
like brother and sis-
ter. After he is in the 
*KHWWR��0LVKD�LV�VWLOO�

VPXJJOLQJ�DQG�ZRQ¶W�VWRS�¿QGLQJ�IRRG�IRU�
WKH�0LOJURPV��$IWHU�D�ZKLOH�-DQLQD� WKLQNV�
it would be a good idea to follow Misha 
through the two brick hole that Misha goes 
WKURXJK�WR�JHW�WKH�IRRG��0U��0LOJURP�¿UVW�
WHOOV� -DQLQD� WR� VWRS�� EXW� VKH� \HOOV� ³1R�� ,�
ZRQ¶W�VWRS�´�0LVKD�WKHQ�WHOOV�-DQLQD�WR�VWRS�
following him. After a couple of months of 
VPXJJOLQJ��0LVKD�¿QGV�8UL�ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�
Blue Camel where he steals all of the food 
from Misha and Uri tosses him into a room 
and talks to him. After that he kicks Misha 
out and tells him not to come back.
    One day Misha is being chased by Buffo 
�ZKR�LV�D�1D]L�DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�D� MDFNERRW��
DQG�KH� LV� FKDVHG� LQWR� DQ�DOOH\ZD\�� -DQLQD�
notices and then throws a rock at Buffo’s 
head and knocks him out. Misha then tells 
-DQLQD�WR�IROORZ�KLP�LQWR�DQRWKHU�DOOH\ZD\��
sprinting so they don’t get caught by the 
-DFNERRWV��:KDW�-DQLQD�¿QGV��VKH�WKLQNV�LV�
amazing. She is actually seeing some color 
LQ�WKH�*KHWWR�EHFDXVH�RI�D�SODQW�WKDW�LV�IRU�
once alive.  
    The side-characters are very unknown, 
such as the boys, until far into the book. 
The main person you know is Misha. Af-
ter a while, the side characters start to die 
out, literally. Once Misha goes smuggling 
one last time before the trains come to go 
WR� ³&DQG\ODQG�´�7KH� -DFNERRWV� FRYHU� WKH�
walls and Misha can’t get back in. In my 
opinion this book was amazing because it 
had everything a 6th-8th grade male would 
want because of all of the action and what 
happens in the end.

    This book started out a little boring, 
WKHQ� JRW� UHDOO\� H[FLWLQJ�� � -RVHSK� EDGO\�
wanted to visit a place called Luna Park. 
-RVHSK¶V� SDUHQWV� NHSW� SXWWLQJ� KLP� RII� � VR�
he ran away from home, went there himself 
and became lost, scared and freezing cold.  
Later, he returned with his family to Coney 
Island, but that trip got ruined when they 
saw someone they thought 
had died.  The book had 
drama and sadness as well 
OLNH�ZKHQ�$XQW�*ROGD�GLHG�
so early in the book. Her 
family found out through 
her death that she did so many good things. 
Something that I thought was really weird 
was that there were mini stories after each 
chapter that were kind of useless because 
they led you off the story of the book, like 
one called “Max and Karl” that was about 
unwanted children.  Another thing that I 
GLGQ¶W�OLNH�ZDV�ZKHQ�-RVHSK¶V�EDE\�EURWKHU�
got really sick and nearly died.  It was so 
believable and sad.
� � � � (YHQ� WKRXJK� -RVHSK� KDG� DQ\WKLQJ� KH�
could ever want and his friends called him 
lucky, he didn’t feel lucky because he could 
not play stickball with his friends. His fam-
ily was so overwhelmed by work and good 
fortune but it didn’t seem good to him. I 
liked this book because it had some really 
interesting and important topics like how 
they relate to their family; but also some 
boring and distracting writing. I liked the 
FKDUDFWHU�-RVHSK�EXW�,�FRXOGQ¶W�UHDOO\�UHODWH�
to him because the same things have never 
happened to me, and I’ve never been poor 
or had to help my family with their work.

One seed started a 
MRXUQH\� WKDW� LW� ZRXOG�
never forget... 

rounded up.  A couple that live in the same 
shelter as Daniel are a target for those new 
ODZV�� 7KH� ZRPDQ� 0LULDP� LV� -HZLVK� EXW�
her husband Mark is Christian. Daniel and 
Paloma hide Miriam and Mark in Paloma’s 
dovecote as they feel like they need to save 
at least one of the innocent wives or hus-
EDQGV�ZKR�ÀHG�(XURSH��ZLWK� WKHLU�-HZLVK�
KXVEDQG�RU�ZLIH��WR�HVFDSH�WKH�1D]LV��7KH�
dovecote is not a suitable home for an old 
couple so Daniel and Paloma devise a plan. 
They take Mark and Miriam on a train and 
Paloma’s cousin agrees to take care of the 
old couple.
    Fewer and fewer refugee ships are al-
ORZHG�WR�ODQG�IRU�IHDU�RI�1D]L�VSLHV��7KHUH�
DUH� WZR� ¿QDO� VKLSV� LQ� WKH� &XEDQ� KDUERU�
Daniel and Paloma must save. To allow 
WKHP�WR�ODQG�³(O�*RUGR´�GHPDQGV�D�ORW�RI�
money.
    I will not spoil the ending because I rec-
ommend this book. However, I recommend 
it for the way Margarita Engle tells the sto-
ry with beautiful poems- “How can hatred 
have such a beautiful name? Crystal should 
be clear, but on that dark night the glass of 
broken windows did not 
glitter”- but not much for 
her plot and the way she 
explains things. For in-
stance, I think the ending 
ZDV�¿QLVKHG�EXW�QRW�GRQH�
because Daniel’s jour-
QH\� VHHPHG� XQ¿QLVKHG�� ,�
recommend this book for 
people nine and up who like poetry and 
great word choice, but who don’t care that 
WKH� SORW� KDV� KROHV� RU� LV� XQ¿QLVKHG�� ,� UDWH�
WKLV�ERRN�WKUHH�DQG�D�KDOI�RXW�RI�¿YH�VWDUV�

.
���WKH�ERRN�ZDV�DERXW�
a Dybbuk and a 
YHQWULORTXLVW� ZKLFK�
sounds mysterious 
EXW�ZDVQ¶W��

it was when the great Freddie came home 
from a hard day’s work as a ventriloquist. 
He opened up his closet to put his suit away 
and sitting in his closet was a boy who 
was almost glowing. This part 
struck me that this book would 
be a fantasy book. I have a 
fondness of Freddie’s person-
ality because it is so unnatural, 
DQG�WKLV�PDGH�PH�ZDQW� WR�¿QG�
out why and what happened. 
Then the Dybbuk boy asked if 
he could possess Freddie and 
Freddie said no.  But then the 
boy said that Freddie owed him 
a favor.  The Dybbuk reminded 
Freddie of a time when they 
were on a train and the Dybbuk 
helped Freddie escape from the 
1D]LV���7KH�'\EEXN�VDLG��³7KH�
*HUPDQ� 7UDLQ� PRYLQJ� \RX� WR�
another camp-it was wrecked, 
remember? You were able to 
escape in the woods. Yes or no, 
eh? Was the train struck by lightning on a 
clear night?”

    I think my favorite part 
of the book was when the 
Dybbuk explains his story to 
Freddie.  I liked this excerpt 
because it was exception-
ally interesting to hear the 
Dybbuk’s story.  However, 
overall I did not enjoy this 
book as much as I have en-

joyed my recent reads. This book was short 
and slow and sometimes silly: “The report-
er shot back sarcastically. ‘But of course! 
You’re saying someone actually murdered 
zis carved hunk of wood?’”   Sometimes the 
book had a pop of action, but it just wasn’t 
enough to keep my interest. I would think 
that this book would be good for seven or 
eight year olds. If I could change this book 
I would make it a bit more mature and put 
some more action into it.

straight out come to a ghetto.
    Luckily there were some good things 
about this book. It was very descriptive, 
and in most cases true. So I might not ever 
call this close to my favorite book, but 
,� WKLQN� LW�ZDV�¿QH�� ,� MXVW� WKLQN� WKDW� LI� WKDW�
seed got all the way to Warsaw and actually 
grew into a milkweed plant in a ghetto then 
this book would be much better.
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$�/LIH�2I�&ULPH�-XVWLFH
by Jared

Have you ever wondered about 
the true identity of a character? 
Who they are or who their fam-
ily is?  Well, if you have then 

this is the book for you. This book tells 
the story of Amnon 
³1RQQ\´� )HXHUEHUJ�
who is no ordinary 
kid. He is from a 
family of crime and 
a family of justice. 
His dad is one of the 
best detectives in Is-
rael. His mom lived 
a life of half crime 
and half normal.
    The Zig Zag Kid 
is about a thirteen 
year old boy named 
$PQRQ� ³1RQQ\´�
Feuerberg nearing 
his bar mitzvah. 
1RQQ\�DQG�KLV� IDP-
ily live in Israel.  His 
dad (a workaholic 
policeman) and his 
girlfriend (his dad’s 
secretary) are trying to send him on a spe-
FLDO� WULS�� EXW� 1RQQ\� HQFRXQWHUV� KLV� GDG¶V�
ROG� IULHQG� )HOL[� *OLFN���PDVWHU� FULPLQDO��
)HOL[� WDNHV�1RQQ\�RQ�D� WULS�� WR�VKRZ�KLP�
KLV� SDVW��1RQQ\�¿JXUHV� RXW� WKH� VHFUHWV� RI�
his mom who died when he was young and 
KLV�WUXH�LGHQWLW\��+H�DOVR�¿QGV�RXW�WKH�WUXWK�
about his mom’s side of the family. 
    One thing I like about this book is how 
the translator translated it. You could bare-
ly tell it was translated. Another thing I like 
about it was the author’s writing style. It 
ZDV� D� ¿FWLRQ� ERRN�� EXW� DW� VRPH� SDUWV�� LW�
made you really want to believe it was non-
¿FWLRQ��7KH�DXWKRU�PDNHV�\RX�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
this boy is a real kid looking back at his life 
from when he is 30 or 40; “The boy at the 
window of the moving train, gazing back 
as though he might never see this picture 
again, was me.”
����,�WKLQN�WKDW�)HOL[�*OLFN�DQG�/ROD�&LSH-
rolla are my favorite characters because 
they are the most secretive characters in 
the book. Both of them hold a secret that 
FKDQJHG� 1RQQ\¶V� OLIH� IRUHYHU�� )HOL[� DQG�
/ROD�WHOO�1RQQ\�WKH�WUXWK�DERXW�KLV�PRWKHU�
who was a very, very interesting person. 
They really stand out as secondary charac-
ters in the book. The book would be hor-
rible without them. 
    The book got its title The Zig Zag Kid 

1RW� D� 7\SLFDO� +RORFDXVW�
Book

by Jordan

A typical Holocaust book would 
EH� DERXW� D� -HZLVK� ER\� RU� JLUO�
ZKR�LV�WU\LQJ�WR�HVFDSH�WKH�1D-
zis, but this is not a typical Ho-

ORFDXVW�ERRN��,Q�-RKQ�%R\QH¶V�The 
Boy in the Striped Pajamas, you 
¿UVW�¿QG�\RXUVHOI�ZLWK���\HDU�ROG�
Bruno returning to his house in 
Berlin after school. Bruno went 
up to his but room and “he was 
VXUSULVHG� WR�¿QG�0DULD�� WKH� IDP-
ily’s maid—who always kept her 
head bowed and never looked up 
from the carpet—standing in his 
bedroom, pulling all his belong-
ings out of the wardrobe and packing them 
in four large wooden crates, even the things 
he’d hidden at the back that belonged to 
him and were nobody else’s business.” 
When Bruno asked what was going on, 
he was told by his mother that they were 

7KH�2WKHU�6LGH�RI�WKH�)HQFH
by Lyle

1o r m a l l y 
when I 
think of a 
Holocaus t 

book, I think of a poor 
-HZLVK�JLUO�RU�ER\�HLWKHU�
getting sent to a concen-
tration camp or trying 
to prevent it. So when 
I picked up The Boy in 
the Striped Pajamas, 
knowing that it was a 
Holocaust book and 
started reading, I was 
very surprised. I started 
to doubt it was even 
about the Holocaust. 
The Boy in Striped Pa-
jamas�VWDUWV�ZLWK�D�*HU-
man, nine year old boy 
living in a huge house 
with his sister, mother 
and father. This boy’s name is Bruno and 
his life is the focus of this book. The writ-
ing style of this book is like no other book 
that I have read. It is always following 
Bruno and because he is so young, and he 
doesn’t know much about anything, the au-
thor doesn’t tell you any details that Bruno 
himself doesn’t know.
    Bruno loves to explore his giant house. 
(YHU\�WLPH�KH�ORRNV�DURXQG��KH�¿QGV�D�QHZ�
closet or even an entire hidden room that 
he never knew about. One day he comes 
home from school to the maid packing his 
clothes vigorously. He asks what she is do-
ing and she says they are moving. He is 
very surprised and doesn’t want to move, 
but he can’t do anything about it. So just 
a few days later they are at a new house 
named Outwith. Once they move into the 
QHZ�KRXVH��RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJV�KH�QRWLFHV�
is the giant fence extending seemingly for-
ever in both directions. On the other side 
of the fence, he sees many people in what 
he thinks are striped pajamas. I’m sure you 
can all guess what those clothes really are. 
:KHQ�KH�DQG�KLV�VLVWHU��*UHWHO��ZKR�KH�FDOOV�
³WKH�KRSHOHVV�FDVH�´�¿UVW�VHH�WKH�IHQFH�DQG�
WKH� SHRSOH�� *UHWHO�� DIWHU� D� ORQJ� VLOHQFH��
speaks up: “Who are all those people? And 
what are they all doing there?” This is what 
gets Bruno curious and really starts the ad-
venture. 
    Over time Bruno gets used to the house 
and seeing people come and go, in and out 
RI�KLV�IDWKHU¶V�RI¿FH��+H�RIWHQ�VHHV�VROGLHUV��
most of whom pay no attention to him ex-

7KH� 0HPRULHV� 7KDW� 1HYHU�
End

by Maia R.

Sound of a gunshot… Screams… 
Running… Red-hot pain…
    When the sound of a gunshot 
echoes through the museum in an 

$QQH� )UDQN� H[KLELW�� 1LFROH� %XUQV� JHWV�
WUDQVSRUWHG�LQWR�WKH�SDVW��+HU�QDPH�LV�1L-
FROH� %HUQKDUGW� DQG� VKH� LV� -HZLVK�� ³µ<RX�
have to tell me.’ Her own voice sounded 
distant to her ears, like she was at the bot-
tom of a well. ‘What year is it?’ The moan 
RI�WKH�VLUHQV�EHJDQ�DJDLQ��µ1LQHWHHQ�IRUW\�
WZR��P\�GDUOLQJ�FKLOG�¶�8UNLQ�VDLG��µ1LQH-
teen forty-two.’” 
����:KHQ�,�¿UVW�VDZ�WKLV�ERRN��Anne Frank 
and Me,�RQ�WKH�-HZLVK�0RQWK�%RRN�UHDG-
ing list, it caught my attention immediately. 
I almost always like books like these where 

a character is transported 
into the past, usually the 
Holocaust like The Devil’s 
$ULWKPHWLF�E\�-DQH�<ROHQ��
As soon as I started read-
ing Anne Frank and Me, 
I got captivated by the 
detail and the beautiful 
sadness of it. Most Holo-
caust books have some of 
this, but this book expands 

even more on that idea. You could almost 
KHDU� 1LFROH¶V� MR\V� DQG� XQKDSSLQHVV�� 7KH�
book also gives an accurate description of 
sibling rivalry and annoying little siblings 
(I have a couple of siblings as well).
����1LFROH�ZDV�YHU\�FRQIXVHG��6KH�MXVW�ZRNH�
up in Paris, France, with the year 1942. 
The principal of her school at home, Ur-
kin, says he is her father, and BaZooms, 
her teacher, has become her mother. Her 
sister, Little Bit, has become Liz-Bette. All 
the other people in her life have shown up 
too, as friends. The guy she had a crush on 
DW�KRPH�KDV�EHFRPH�KHU�ER\IULHQG��$W�¿UVW��
she thinks they are acting and looks every-
where for hidden cameras. However, as 
time passes, her memory of home becomes 
a dream and she and her friends laugh 
about it. “Mimi rolled her eyes. ‘Oh, that’s 
right. You still think you were an American 
and that you-’ Lived in the future,’ they said 

But one day, Bruno 
decided to go on an 
adventure to the fence 
that divided them 
from the people in the 
striped pajamas. 

moving from their house in Berlin because 
Father had been given a promotion, but 
Bruno was not happy about this. His family 
DOUHDG\�OLYHG�LQ�D�EHDXWLIXO�¿YH�VWRU\�KRXVH�
that had the best banister for sliding down 
and even though he had lived there so long, 
there were still so many nooks and cran-
nies to explore. To Bruno’s dismay, their 
QHZ�KRXVH�KDG�RQO\�WKUHH�ÀRRUV�DQG�KDUGO\�
anywhere to explore. While unpacking his 
WKLQJV��*UHWHO��WKH�KRSHOHVV�FDVH��FDPH�LQWR�
%UXQR¶V� URRP��:KHQ�%UXQR� DVNHG�*UHWHO�
(the hopeless case) who all the people in 
the striped pajamas were, she didn’t know 
what Bruno was talking about. So he told 
*UHWHO� DERXW� WKH�SHRSOH� LQ� WKH� VWULSHG�SD-
jamas that he could see through his win-
GRZ��*UHWHO��WKH�KRSHOHVV�FDVH��WRRN�D�ORRN�
through Bruno’s window and Bruno asked 
again who the people were, she replied 
with a simple “I don’t know.”
    But one day, Bruno decided to go on 
an adventure to the fence that divided them 
from the people in the striped pajamas. 
When he arrived at the fence, he walked 
along the fence for a while in hopes of see-
ing something, which he didn’t.
    “After walking for the best part of an 
hour and starting to feel a little hungry, he 
thought that maybe that was enough explo-
ration for one day and it would be a good 
idea to turn back. However, just at that mo-
ment a small dot appeared in the distance 
and he narrowed his eyes to try to see what 
it was. Bruno remembered a book he had 
read in which a man was lost in the des-
ert and because he hadn’t had any food or 
water for several days had started to imag-
ine that he saw wonderful restaurants and 
enormous fountains, but when he tried to 
eat or drink from them they disappeared 
into nothingness, just handfuls of sand. 
He wondered whether that was what was 

happening to him 
now.’’ This is a 
good example of 
ZKHQ� -RKQ� %R\QH�
starts to ramble on 
and on with details 
instead of getting 
to the point. I, be-
ing a young per-
son, like fast paced 
books with a lot of 

action in them. The Boy in the Striped Paja-
mas was not one of those books. I liked this 
book, but I didn’t love it, and I would’ve 
tried harder to make it more engaging if I 
ZHUH�-RKQ��%HVLGHV� WKDW�-RKQ�VKRXOG�NHHS�
doing what he’s doing.

cept for one. That man is named Lieuten-
ant Kotler. Bruno doesn’t like him at all but 

*UHWHO�GRHV��$�/27��+LV�
FKDUDFWHU� MXVW� ÀRDWV� LQ�
and out of the story at 
different times and he 
is very believable. That 
is what I like about him 
and all the characters, 
the most. They are all 
very realistic with their 
own personalities.
    The entire reason for 
the family moving is be-
cause Bruno’s father is a 
highly regarded and im-
SRUWDQW�1D]L��+LV�IDPLO\�
was moved to the house 
next to a concentration 
camp for who knows 
why. Bruno doesn’t 
know so it doesn’t tell 
the readers. Bruno be-
comes used to the house 

and decides to go explore the fence line. He 
¿QGV�D�ER\�RQ� WKH�RWKHU� VLGH�RI� WKH� IHQFH�
who is his age and a bit smarter than he is. 
This is one of my favorite parts in the book 
because it introduces a 
new character with a new 
personality which is some-
thing that doesn’t happen 
a lot in the book. This 
ER\�WKDW�KH�¿QGV�LV�QDPHG�
Shmuel and he quickly be-
comes Bruno’s best friend 
even though there is giant 
fence between them. Shm-
uel proves to know much 
more than Bruno about where they are and 
what is going on. They have a conversation 
which includes Bruno learning that they are 
LQ�3RODQG�DQG�WKDW�ERWK�'HQPDUN�DQG�*HU-
many are very far away from where they 
are now. Another thing that makes Bruno 
believable is that he doesn’t like to be 
wrong just like most kids. “‘Well yes,’ he 
said. ‘but it’s all relative isn’t it? Distance 
I mean.’ He wished they could get off the 
subject as he was starting to think he was 
entirely wrong and made a private resolu-
tion to pay more attention in future in ge-
ography class.”
����1RZ�DV�WKLV�ERRN�LV�FRPLQJ�WR�DQ�HQG��
things are getting more interesting and at 
this point it became one of the best books I 
have ever read. I am not going to spoil the 
ending, but I will just say that it is amazing 
because Bruno doesn’t know what is hap-
pening so it doesn’t say it plainly and you 

As soon as I started 
reading Anne Frank 
and Me, I got capti-
vated by the detail and 
the beautiful sadness 
of it.

EHFDXVH�RI�1RQQ\¶V�OLIH��6RPHWLPHV�KH�FDQ�
be an angel, like when he was around his 
friend’s family. But he could also be like 
a devil, like when he killed his neighbor’s 
cow or when he runs from the cops after a 
hijacking. 
    I would rate this book a 4.5 out of 5 

because it was a really good 
book, but it got annoying 
with so many back stories 
that had no logic. I think the 
author had a book but want-
ed more so added useless 
back stories. For example, 
WKHUH�LV�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�1RQQ\�
and Felix are driving and 
1RQQ\� VWDUWV� WHOOLQJ� WKLV�
story about his rich friend 
who was an amazing piano 
player and his mom only let 
him do things that didn’t 
KXUW�KLV�¿QJHUV��
    I would recommend this 
ERRN�IRU�¿IWK�JUDGH�DQG�XS�
because there are a couple 
places with inappropri-
ate content, but overall it’s 
pretty clean.
    Despite the occasional 

useless content, I really liked the book be-
cause the translation made sense and I liked 
how the secondary characters like Felix 
and Lola came into play as big characters 
from the middle to the end.  

KDYH� WR� ¿JXUH� RXW� IRU� \RXUVHOI�ZKDW� KDS-
pens to Bruno. Even though the main char-
acter is a nine year old, the writing style is 
GH¿QLWHO\�QRW�IRU�WKDW�DJH��,�ZRXOG�UHFRP-
mend this book to anyone who likes to read 
realistic books that have elements of sad-
ness, mystery and a small touch of humor.
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7KH�'HYLO¶V�$ULWKPHWLF����
,PSRVVLEOH�WR�3XW�'RZQ
by Mari

Most of her life, Hannah has 
been complaining about 
hearing the same stories over 
and over again on Pesach. 

But what she doesn’t know, and what turns 
out to be her big mistake, is that there is 
more behind these stories.
    Twelve-year old Hannah (Hebrew name 
Chaya, which means life) goes with her 
IDPLO\�WR�*UDQGSD�:LOO¶V�KRXVH�IRU�3HVDFK��
*UDQGSD�:LOO�WHOOV�+DQQDK�WR�RSHQ�WKH�GRRU�
for Elijah.“Outside, where there should 
have been a long hall with green num-
EHUHG�GRRUV��WKHUH�ZDV�D�JUHHQLQJ�¿HOG�DQG�
a lowering sky. The moon hung between 
WZR� KHDY\� JUD\� FORXGV��$FURVV� WKH� ¿HOG��
PDUFKHG�D�VKDGRZ\�¿JXUH��+H�KDG�D�FDS�RQ�
his head, and he was singing: ‘Who asked 
you to be buried alive? You know that no 
one forced you. You took this madness on 

$�%R\�DQG�D�)HQFH
by Maya G.

When I think of Holocaust 
OLWHUDWXUH�� ,� WKLQN�RI�D� -HZ-
ish family that is captured 
E\� WKH� 1D]LV� DQG� WDNHQ� WR�

D� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ� FDPS�� ,� GH¿QLWHO\� GRQ¶W�
think of a story told from the perspective 
of a naive young boy who thinks “Heil Hit-
ler” means “Well, goodbye for now, have a 
pleasant afternoon.” That is what surprised 
me about The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
E\�-RKQ�%R\QH��
    The book starts out with nine-year-old 
Bruno coming home to the family’s maid 
packing all of his things. He asks his mom 
what she is doing. His mom says that they 
are leaving. They are going to a place called 
2XW�:LWK�WKDW�UHDGHUV�ZLOO�ODWHU�¿QG�LV�WKH�
concentration camp Auschwitz. When Bru-
no arrives at Out-With, he is very unhappy. 
His life before had been perfect. He had 
“three best friends for life, a big house, and 
no worries in the world.” When he gets to 
Out-With, everything changes. I remember 
when I moved into a new house, I didn’t 
UHDOO\�OLNH�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DW�¿UVW�DQG�,�PLVVHG�
all of my old friends but, like Bruno, after a 
while it felt like home. 
    Bruno looks out his window and sees 
people behind a fence wearing striped pa-
MDPDV��1R�ZRPHQ��MXVW�PHQ��6RRQ�KLV�FX-
riosity gets the best of him and, despite his 
parents warnings, he walks down the road 

to explore the fence. After 
walking for about an hour 
Bruno comes to a place 
where there are no more 
little shacks on the other 
VLGH�RI�WKH�IHQFH��1RW�ORQJ�
after that Bruno saw, “The 
dot that became a speck 
that became a blob that be-

FDPH�D�¿JXUH�WKDW�EHFDPH�D�ER\�´�7KH�ER\�
was just sitting there on the ground. Bruno 
walked over and they started talking. Ev-
HU\GD\� IROORZLQJ� WKH� ¿UVW�� %UXQR� ZDONHG�
to the fence to talk to his friend Shmuel. 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas is the story 
RI�WZR�IULHQGV��D�*HUPDQ�ER\�DQG�D�-HZLVK�
boy, right in the middle of the Holocaust. 
    I loved the writing of this book. It was 
YHU\� GHVFULSWLYH� DQG� IXOO� RI� ¿IW\�GROODU�
words that I had to look up in a dictionary 
VXFK�DV�³HVFDSDGH�´�7KH�ZD\�-RKQ�%R\QH�

A Book Worth Reading

by Maya P.

WKHQ� ,�¿UVW�SLFNHG�XS�Bread 
Givers, I looked at the back 
and saw the line, “Sara 
Smolinsky, the youngest 

daughter of an Orthodox rabbi, watches 
as her father marries off her sisters to men 
they don’t love.” That line chased me away 
IURP� WKH� ERRN� DW� ¿UVW� EHFDXVH� LW� VRXQGHG�
like some silly romance novel. My mom 
told me that it was a good book and worth 
trying. I’m glad I read it and I think a lot of 
people would like it too.
    At the beginning of the book, Sara is 
ashamed to collect coal because it makes 
her feel like a beggar. 
Since her dad won’t pro-
vide for his family, Sara 
EHFRPHV� D� VDUGLQH� ¿VK�
peddler. Then, because of 
her dad’s preaching, Sara 
runs away from home. 
She goes to college, be-
comes a teacher, and gets 
work at a school. One of 
6DUD¶V�ORYHG�RQHV�GLHV��6DUD�¿QGV�VRPHRQH�
ZKR�¿QDOO\� ORYHV�KHU�� DQG�PDNHV�XS�ZLWK�
her dad.
    My favorite part of Bread Givers is how 
Sara, the main character, stood up for her-
self and her sisters. She followed her dream 

:H� :LOO� 6WD\�
Strong

by Sam

I sat at my desk one 
cold rainy night looking for a an ex-
citing fantasy book. I had started by 
looking for a what the reading com-

munity calls a “feel good” read. While 
I was looking for that, I stumbled upon 
“Memories of Anne Frank.” at the time I 
had not known what I had gotten myself 
into. This Holocaust novel is anything but a 
feel good book. It is full of disappointment, 
despair and long nights full of hoping and 
believing that tomorrow there would not 

be a harsh knock at your 
GRRU� ZLWK� D� 1D]L� WKHUH��
sending you off to torture 
or, in most cases, immi-
nent death. 
� � � �:KHQ� ,�¿UVW� VDZ� WKLV�
book on the internet, I did 
not immediately order it 
from Amazon. I usually 
do not enjoy Holocaust 

books. But when I heard from my teacher 
WKDW� ZH� ZHUH� GRLQJ� D� SURMHFW� DERXW� -HZ-
ish Book Month, and saw the list I was 
ready for my golden opportunity to read 
a more serious, solemn novel. I grasped 
this chance, and within a few days, I had 

sped through this unique and touching nov-
el.  
    “Memories of Anne Frank” is told 
through the eyes of one of Anne Frank’s 
best childhood friends. They would laugh, 
talk, scream, daydream and enjoy their 
humble life as young adults. Then, a horrif-
ic event started. From the beginning of the 
Holocaust, there was no laughing. There 
wasn’t even any talking. If you went skip-
ping around, the odds of you being scooped 

XS� E\� D� VWUD\�1D]L� DQG�
being taken to a con-
centration camp were 
almost guaranteed. But 
this was the fear that 
everyone was forced to 
live within this terrible 
time in history. Every 
GD\�WKH�*ROVDUV�DQG�WKH�
Franks and everyone in 
Amsterdam lived in the 
fear that maybe this was 
the day that the dreaded 
UK\WKPLF� ³1D]L� NQRFN´�
would occur at your 
doorstep. This knock 
was known all over 
Europe and around the 
world as a call of death 
or torture. This is what 
the camps would bring. 
If you behaved like 

+DQQDK�GLG��OLVWHQHG�WR�WKH�1D]LV��GLG�\RXU�
daily job well, didn’t complain and didn’t 
retaliate, then you would get that extra 
piece or even a crumb of bread that could 
prolong your life for a few extra days. 
    Hannah was left in the dark. Her family 
was taken to Alballalager, a “privileged” 
concentration camp, while Anne had not 
been taken to a camp. For all that Hannah 
knew, Anne had left Europe and was now 
in America. She just had no idea. 
    Inside Albaallager, Hannah was separat-
ed from her father. She had no idea where 
inside the concentration camp he was. She 
took the job of literally scrubbing the toi-
lets with a harsh disinfectant. Inside that 
bathroom there was a small window that 
overlooked an area that held hundreds of 
people. Hannah took a risk and she saw her 
father. He was thin as a bone and incred-
ibly weak. But seeing her father gave her 
hope, hope to hold onto life. At the time 
when she saw him she had been suffering 
JUHDWO\� IURP� WKH� 1D]LV� JLYLQJ� WKHP� QH[W�
to nothing to eat and forcing them to sleep 
on hard wood mattresses. “Because of the 
cold, everything froze in the toilets and 

,� ORYHG� WKH�ZULWLQJ�RI�
WKLV�ERRN��,W�ZDV�YHU\�
descriptive and full of 
¿IW\�GROODU�ZRUGV��� My favorite part of 

%UHDG� *LYHUV� LV� KRZ�
Sara, the main charac-
ter, stood up for herself 
and her sisters.

at the same time.” The author found an en-
tertaining story to go along with a wealth of 
information. This book may not seem like 
it is entertaining, but it is a little bit funny 
when she goes search-
ing for video bugs, be-
cause she thinks that she 
is in a watched environ-
ment or an experiment 
of some kind. 
    This book paints a 
beautiful, but terrify-
ing picture of life for 
-HZV�LQ�������<RX�OHDUQ�
about the horrors of the 
Holocaust, and I believe 
that this book teaches 
lessons with how to ap-
preciate what we have. 
1D]LV� HYHU\ZKHUH�� FKD-
os, and the rumors about 
the “relocation” areas. It 
is very informative with 
the details, so much so 
that younger kids would 
not understand or might 
be frightened, so I do not recommend this 
book for 10 and under. 
� � � � 1LFROH� IDFHV� WUDJHG\� DQG� ZRQGHU� DV�
she moves through her life as a French 
girl. Tragedy shows when she gets stuck 
ZLWK�QHLJKERUV� LQ�D�-HZLVK�KROGLQJ�FDPS��
People die, but she helps her neighbor’s 
daughter escape. Her feelings seem to echo 
through you when you read this book.  I 
highly recommend this book.  

yourself.’” It doesn’t take Hannah long to 
realize two things: that she should have 
never complained about hearing the same 
stories over and over again without actually 

thinking about what the 
-HZV�KDG�WR�VXIIHU�IURP�
WKH�WRUWXUH�RI�WKH�1D]LV��
and that she had been 
automatically trans-
ported into the past! 
Before long, she has an 
$XQW� *LWO� ZKR� LV� VWULFW�
WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKH\�PHHW��
an Uncle Shmuel who 
looks like a lumberjack, 
and a mom and dad who 
are up in the heavens 
because of a terrible 
ÀX�� 6KH� VRRQ� ¿QGV� RXW�
that not long after her 
parents died, she had 
DOVR� FDXJKW� WKH� ÀX�� EXW�
luckily, she survived. 
Soon after the wedding 
of Uncle Shmuel and 
Fayge, everybody gets 

FDSWXUHG�E\�WKH�1D]LV��0DQ\�WUDJLF�GHDWKV�
happen in the trucks that they are taken in. 
I will not tell you where they were taken, 
but I will tell you this: It is the time of the 
Holocaust. It is a tragic place and time, and 
tragic endings are to be expected, when 
+DQQDK�VDFUL¿FHG�KHUVHOI�IRU�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�
her friend, and when Hannah goes back to 
the present day, where she meets her friend 
that she met back in the time of the Holo-
caust. Except, the thing is that the friend in 
the present time is older than she is! 
����,�WKLQN�WKDW�-DQH�<ROHQ�UHDOO\�XQGHUVWDQGV�
the Holocaust and that she 
has a pretty good idea of 
what happened back then. 
Yolen didn’t really want to 
write the book. But then 
one of her editors, who 
was a rabbi’s wife at the 
time, convinced her. She 
also connected the main 
character of 7KH�'HYLO¶V�$ULWKPHWLF� Chaya, 
to her own life, because, for one thing, both 
she and Hannah hated having to remember 
so much history and ritual. 
    Although it was a good book in all, I 
believe that the author could have a made 
the chapters a little longer. At some places, 
she added in a little too much history, los-
ing my attention a bit. Overall, I can’t wait 
IRU�-DQH¶V�QH[W�ERRN�DERXW�WKH�+RORFDXVW��
$W�¿UVW��VKH�VZRUH�WKDW�VKH�ZRXOGQ¶W�ZULWH�
another book about the time period because 

wrote the story, it makes readers feel as if 
they were Bruno and had actually expe-
rienced everything that the author writes 
about. The author writes the book from the 
perspective of Bruno and he gets into Bru-
no’s head and shares everything that hap-
pens in it. There was one thing that I didn’t 
really appreciate. The author sometimes 
leaves off at tense parts in the story when 
it seems essential to know what happened. 
He only gives the reader little clues to what 
took place. That was pretty frustrating for 
me because I didn’t know if my guess was 
ULJKW��EXW� WKH�ZD\�KH�FRQ¿JXUHG� WKH�VWRU\�
ODWHU�RQ�FRQ¿UPHG�P\�JXHVVHV�
    This book really touched me. It made 
PH�IHHO�FORVHU�WR�WKH�-HZLVK�KDOI�RI�P\VHOI��
and I felt like I was in the middle of the 
Holocaust and at the end I just couldn’t 
bear to turn the last page. I didn’t want my 
adventures with Bruno and Shmuel to end 
so soon: “...Despite the mayhem that fol-
lowed, Bruno found that he was still hold-
ing Shmuel’s hand in his own and nothing 
in the world would have persuaded him to 
let go.”

to become a teacher, she made up with her 
GDG��DQG�VKH�¿QDOO\�IRXQG�WKH�ULJKW�SHUVRQ�
to spend her life with. What I didn’t like 
was Reb Smolinsky, Sara’s dad. He didn’t 
provide for his family, he got the best of 
the food, and he regarded himself highly. 
+H�VDLG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�WKH�³OLJKW�RI�*�G´�DQG�
that no one could do anything without his 
light. I read this book with my grandma and 
we laughed at Reb Smolinsky for calling 
KLPVHOI��³7KH�OLJKW�RI�*�G�´�,�OLNH�KRZ�HY-
erything was believable.   
The author didn’t give 
much detail on the main 
character but gives a bit 
of detail on the charac-
ters Sara doesn’t like. 
For example, Sara said 
a lot of detail about how 
much Zalmon the Fish-
erman smells.
    One of the things I 
didn’t like was how the 
story ends: “It wasn’t 
just my father, but the 
generations who made 
my father whose weight 
was still upon me.”

it required many years of researching. “She 
called it after her young niece, who died a 
hero in the camps: CHAYA. Life.”



8 9

The Suitcase that Started 

D�6WRU\��
by Sese      

Hana’s suitcase arrived in Tokyo, 
-DSDQ��DW�/LWWOH�:LQJV�+RORFDXVW�
Education Center in March of 
2000. Her name was written 

with white paint saying “Hana Brady May 
16, 1931.”Below that it said “Waisenkind”-
�7KH�*HUPDQ�ZRUG�IRU�RUSKDQ�

     The book starts with 
telling Hanna’s story be-
fore. Before her parents 
were taken away. Before 
the Holocaust struck Han-
QD��+DQQD�ZDV�-HZLVK��OLNH�
PDQ\�SHRSOH� LQ�*HUPDQ\��
She had a normal life with 
her family: A mom, dad, 
and an older brother. She 
went to school and had 
friends. She was a normal 

girl. She had a lot of fun being the way she 
was too. She loved to ice skate and ski. She 
didn’t realize her 
future. How could 
she? 
    On March 15, 
1939, she realized 
that her life had 
changed. That was 
WKH�GD\�+LWOHU¶V�1D]L�
Troops marched 
into Czechoslova-
kia and with straight 
faces, declared that 
-HZV� ZHUH� HYLO� DQG�
dangerous. The said 
-HZV� KDG� QR� PRUH�
ULJKWV�� 1R� WUDYHO-
ing, so no one could 
visit their family 
or escape. They all 
KDG�WR�WHOO�WKH�1D]LV�
what they owned, no matter what it was: 
art, jewelry, cutlery, and bank books. The 
Brady’s took their most precious posses-
sions and put them in the attic or gave them 
WR�QRQ�-HZLVK�IULHQGV�
    One day, Hanna was planning on seeing 
“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” but 
WKH�1D]LV�KDG�SXW�XS�D�VLJQ�WKDW�PDGH�+DQD�
%UDG\�ORVH�KRSH��³12�-(:6�$//2:('�´�
Hana quietly walked home. Hana started 
seeing those signs everywhere, but she just 
kept walking.
    Hana still went to school. She sat with 
her friends at lunch and always played with 
them, especially Maria: “We’ll be together 

forever, no matter what.” This piece just re-
ally spoke to me. The quote Hana said to 
try and boost herself up, but she knew she 
couldn’t keep her promise.  
����)XPLNR��D�ZRPDQ�IURP�-DSDQ�WU\LQJ�WR�
¿QG�RXW�DERXW�+DQD�%UDG\��+HU�¿UVW�FOXH��
She had stayed up late at night, searching 
+DQQD�%UDG\�� ORRNLQJ� DQG� KRSLQJ� WR� ¿QG�
one little clue. Anything. One night she dis-
covered that the children in Theresienstadt 
(where Hannah was)  a collection of some 
GUDZLQJV�WKH\�GUHZ��&RXOG�VKH�¿QG�+DQQD�
Brady amongst all of the drawings? 
    Third grade was the year Hanna lost ev-
HU\WKLQJ��$W�¿UVW�LW�ZDV�VDG��1R�VFKRRO�IRU�
-HZV��+DQQD�ZDV�UHDOO\�VDG��6KH�FRXOG�QR�
longer see her friends. Hanna was alone. 
)RUHYHU��%XW�WKHQ���7KH�1D]LV��0DUFK�������
Her mother. They ordered her to go to the 
*HVWDSR� DW� QLQH� R¶FORFN� LQ� WKH� PRUQLQJ��
6KH�KDG� WR� OHDYH��1RZ� OHW�PH�FXW� LQ��5H-
ally if I was Hanna I would be devastated. 
There would be a black hole in my heart 
WKDW� FRXOG� QHYHU� EH� ¿OOHG�� ,� ZRXOG� MXVW���

well, I would just 
never see any point 
in doing anything. 
1RWKLQJ�� QR� RQH��
could ever replace 
what we had.
    Eventually, a 
package had arrived 
for Fumiko. A pack-
age that contained a 
clue to Hana Brady. 
In the package there 
ZHUH�¿YH�SLFWXUHV�RI�
drawings that Han-
na had drawn.
    She tried her best 
to behave. But it got 
worse. Hannah’s fa-
ther was taken away. 
She had no one ex-

cept her brother. There uncle took them in, 
but it was never going to be the same. The 
goodnight tuck in, no longer meant some-
thing. Hanna wondered if it ever would.
    The siblings received a notice announcing 
WKHLU�PRYLQJ�WR�1RYH�0HVWR�RQ�0D\���WK��
������72*(7+(5��+DQQD�ZDV� VFDUHG��$�
SODFH�ZLWK�PDQ\�-HZV�VRXQGHG�QLFH«�EXW�
ZKDW�ZRXOG�LW�EH�OLNH"�+HU�ERVKND��*UDQG-
mother) came in and prepped them all she 
could. How could you prepare someone for 
uncertainty? A few hours later, the driver 
dropped the children off in front of a ware-
KRXVH��7KH\�MRLQHG�WKH�OLQHXS��7KH\�¿QDOO\�
got to the frowning soldier waving people 
into a dark, airless building. Mats covered 

$QQD�)UDQN¶V�/LIH
by Tamar

I read the book Anna Frank from Words 
to Pictures and I don’t know how to 
describe it: exciting or sad, or maybe 
even happy? But I know that this book 

is good, very good. I liked this book be-
cause Anna was writing in her diary about 
things that she didn’t say to anyone else. 
Anna and her family go into hiding with 
other people to protect themselves from 
WKH�1D]LV��DQG�VKH�LV�HYHQWXDOO\�WDNHQ�WR�D�
concentration camp. Anna wrote about how 
much she missed her friends and how much 
she missed the boy she loved. 
    There is a sentence in the book that says: 

“In spite of everything I 
still believe that people 
are really good at heart. I 
simply can’t build up my 
hopes on a foundation 
consisting of confusion, 
misery and death.” I think 
this sentence is amazing 
because she said that peo-
ple are good in their hearts.  
But how could she have 
hope when people were 

thinking about death. This line has a lot of 
meaning to me because how can a child so 
young understand the meaning of war and 
death and how cruel the world is. 
    I learned a lot from this book and it 
added to my general knowledge of the Sec-
ond World War. I learned that the world is 
not perfect.  There are bad people in the 
world and we can’t change that.  But we 
can change how they show it. Also, every-
thing in the book is described well.  There 
are pictures from Anna’s diary that are in 

Hannah and every-
one in the Holocaust 
could have given up 
ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�VWDUY-
LQJ��+RZHYHU�WKH\�DOO�
chose to have hope 
and faith...

This line has a lot of 
meaning to me be-
FDXVH�KRZ�FDQ�D�FKLOG�
so young understand 
WKH� PHDQLQJ� RI� ZDU�
DQG� GHDWK� DQG� KRZ�
FUXHO�WKH�ZRUOG�LV��

washrooms, making Hannah’s work very 
hard. Her hands were chafed and raw from 
scrubbing. The wind irritated her eyes. Icy 
rain and sleet fell all the time.”
    Yet, she was a strong girl. Here is an 
excerpt from a time in the book when Han-
nah’s life is just about to get to the worst 
times in the camps. 
    This was a message that I took from this 
book and applied it to my personal life. I 
understand that things 
will not always be per-
fect from the start. You 
have to put in the work 
to be wherever you want 
to be, not only in school, 
but also in my sports life. 
Hannah and everyone in 
the Holocaust could have 
given up when they were 
starving. However they 
all chose to have hope 
DQG�IDLWK�WKDW�*�G�ZRXOG�
lead them the right way, that he could lead 
them to freedom and peace. This is the at-
titude that everyone should live by in their 
everyday lives. That success can not be 
bought but it has to be worked for. You 
have to believe in yourself. That you are 
strong and that you can stay strong. “For 
two days, a small amount of bread a little 
bit of water was distributed. We kept hope 
that this would sustain us.”
    Although I did take many life lessons 
IURP� WKLV�ERRN� WKHUH�ZHUH�PRVW�GH¿QLWHO\�
ÀDZV� LQ� WKH� ZD\� WKDW� LW� ZDV� ZULWWHQ��$O-
though I know that the Holocaust was one 
RI�WKH�ZRUVW�HYHU�WLPHV�WR�EH�D�-HZ�LQ�(X-
rope, and I knew what kind of book I was 
getting myself into, this book made me sad. 
Simple as that--it was a sad, serious, real 
life book. It describes the gas chambers in 
which hundred of thousands, even millions 
were gassed to death. They described ev-
erything. At this point in the book, I con-
VLGHUHG�VWDUWLQJ�D�QHZ�-HZLVK�%RRN�0RQWK�
book. I am very glad that I continued to 
read this book. If you are thinking about 
reading this book after my book review 
here are a few things that you should keep 
in mind when starting this book. It has hard 
language, language that I had to look up. 
This should not stop you from reading this 
book though. In only 130 pages it gives you 
DQ�LGHD�RI�ZKDW�WKH�-HZV�UHDOO\�H[SHULHQFHG�
in the Holocaust, how they felt being taken 
to imminent death and watching their fam-
ily die in the chambers. How they lived in 
fear. 

WKH� ÀRRU�� VR� +DQQD� DQG� *HRUJH� DJUHHG�
WR� ¿QG� WZR� PDWV� WRJHWKHU�� 7KH\� ORRNHG�
around. Scarcely any children. They were 
waiting. They were being deported.
    They had an hour. One suitcase. 25 ki-
ORV��1RW� D� JUDP�PRUH��(YHU\RQH�KDG� IHDU�
in their eyes. Fear was everywhere. Once 
+DQQD�DQG�*HRUJH�JRW�RQ�WKH�WUDLQ��LW�¿OOHG�
up quickly. 
7KHUHVLHQVWDGW��$�QDPH� WKH�1D]LV�JDYH� WR�
a previous town. Fumiko had arrived. Fu-
miko was hoping to have luck on her side. 
She had no meeting scheduled but just 
hoped they would see her. She opened the 
heavy door to the museum. Quiet. Where 
was everyone? She asked a guard. He said 
it’s a holiday. Everyone is at home celebrat-
ing. Her luck had run out.
    Quiet. Boring, uneventful. They arrived. 
The boys to the left girls to the right. Han-
na shouldn’t have spoke. She wanted to be 
ZLWK�*HRUJH��+H�RUGHUHG�KHU�WR�WKH�ULJKW�
����³+HOS�PH�¿QG�+DQQD�%UDG\´
    Found. After so long, Hanna Brady had 
been found. The assistant of the museum 
WRRN�RXW� D�ELJ�ERRN��1DPHV�RI� WKRXVDQGV�
of people. Hannah Brady. That was it. But 
*HRUJH��)XPLNR�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�VKH�ZDV�
looking for anymore.
����*HRUJH�ZDV�H[FLWHG�WR�WHOO�+DQQD��*UDQG-
mother had arrived. But also worried. 
*UDQGPRWKHU�PLJKW�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�KROG�XS��
She had lived in the city. Then they saw 
her. Her clothes were torn and soiled. Three 
PRQWKV�SDVW��*UDQGPRWKHU�ZDV�GHDG��6DG-
QHVV�VWUXFN�DJDLQ��7KH�1D]LV�PDGH�DQ�DQ-
nouncement. The list. Ev-
ery day they put up a list. 
Peoples names were on 
that list. Hanna was cry-
ing at the thought of being 
VHSDUDWHG�IURP�*RUJH��1R�
longer could she contain 
her sadness.
� � � �7KH�GD\�FDPH��*HRUJH�
Brady, it read. Hanna 
sobbed. It was one of the 
worst days of her life. But 
just days later it read Hana Brady. So the 
next day, she lined up, took the train, and 
got off, like everyone else. This is Aus-
chwitz. I heard depression at this part of 
the book. Sadness everywhere. An angry 
soldier told everyone to leave their stuff on 
a platform and they walked through a gate.
����+DQD�KDG�GLHG�DW�WKH�FDPS��*HRUJH�KDG�
survived. He could have died somewhere 
else. Fumiko was determined. For the next 
hour, they searched through the books. 
7KHQ� )XPLNR� IRXQG� VRPHWKLQJ�� *HRUJH¶V�

Dutch and English but are translated into 
Hebrew so that it’s easy to understand.
    I think people who like to read books 
DERXW�GLI¿FXOW�WRSLFV�ZLOO�ORYH�WKLV�ERRN��,W�
is also an exciting book because so many 
things happen to Anna both when she is in 
hiding and in the concentration camp.  It’s 
also a sad book because she lost her par-
ents, but she didn’t know it.  She is alone 
with only her sister in the concentration 
camp.  The saddest part for me was that 
Anna got sick and died in the concentration 
camp when she was 15. But the book was 
also happy.  She met Peter while she lived 
in the secret attic and they were more than 
friends.  This makes me think that some-
thing good came out of something bad.

bunk mate. They found him in Prague.
    The clock ticking. Only a few hours of 
day time remaining. The bunk mate was 
unavailable. But this time she had luck. 
Kurt had only a few minutes. Kurt knew 
ZKHUH�*HRUJH� OLYHG��7RURQWR��&DQDGD��6R�
VKH�ÀHZ�
    A warm, sunny, Canadian day. 72 year 
ROG�*HRUJH�%UDG\�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�WKDW�)XPLNR�
was coming. Hana was his deepest sorrow. 
He had lost her, but did not know about her 
death. When Fumiko told him, his whole 
world went black.
    He’s okay though. And he visited Little 
Wings in Tokyo, and told his story. 
    This book inspired me. It made me be-
lieve in the power of love, and what it does 
to people. I can’t imagine the pain these 
people went through. I’m just amazed. 

 The Portland Jewish Academy Book 
Review is a Sixth Grade Humanities 
SXEOLFDWLRQ� FHOHEUDWLQJ� -HZLVK� %RRN�
Month. 
  During November 2014, all sixth grade 
VWXGHQWV�UHDG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�ERRN�ZLWK�-HZ-
LVK�FRQWHQW���7KLV�\HDU¶V�FODVV�FKRVH�ERWK�
¿FWLRQ�DQG�QRQ�¿FWLRQ��ZLWK�PRVW�ZRUNV�
UHODWLQJ�LQ�VRPH�ZD\�WR�WKH�+RORFDXVW���
  After reading their chosen books, stu-
GHQWV� FORVHO\� H[DPLQHG� VHYHUDO� UHYLHZV�
RI� FKLOGUHQ¶V�DQG�\RXQJ�DGXOW� OLWHUDWXUH�
IURP� ³7KH� 1HZ� <RUN� 7LPHV� %RRN� 5H-
YLHZ�´��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKH�LQ-
formal and often personal tone of these 
UHYLHZV�� VWXGHQWV� QRWHG� WKH� XQLTXH� VW\-
listic choices including the use of very 
short paragraphs and titles of books set 
off in quotation marks (although for our 
SXUSRVHV�ZH�JHQHUDOO\�VWD\HG�WUXH�WR�WKH�
PRUH�IDPLOLDU�LWDOLFL]HG�IRUPDW���
���7KH�VL[WK�JUDGHUV�WKHQ�ZURWH�WKHLU�RZQ�
1HZ� <RUN� 7LPHV�LQVSLUHG� ERRN� UHYLHZV�
incorporating their opinions about ele-
ments such as plot, characters, and the 
DXWKRU¶V� ZULWLQJ� VW\OH�� � 6KRUW� H[FHUSWV�
from the texts to help support particular 
SRLQWV�ZHUH�DOVR�LQFOXGHG���
� �$V�WKHVH�UHYLHZV�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�E\�GH-
YHORSLQJ� ZULWHUV� H[SHULPHQWLQJ� ZLWK� D�
QHZ� IRUP�RI�ZULWLQJ��RFFDVLRQDO�JUDP-
PDWLFDO�HUURUV�DV�ZHOO�DV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
IRU�LGHD�FODUL¿FDWLRQ�RU�HODERUDWLRQ�DUH�
to be expected.    
  It is hoped that the opinions of these 
WKRXJKWIXO�DQG�LQVLJKWIXO�UHYLHZHUV�ZLOO�
OHDG�WR�PDQ\�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DERXW�ZKDW�
PDNHV�D�ERRN�JUHDW�DQG�ZLOO�LQVSLUH�RWK-
ers to read some of the most appreciated 
titles.


