


Otto Weidt's Workshop for the Blind

o

1111936 Otto Weidt established his firm under the name Otto Weidt's Workshop
for the Blind in the basement of GroBbeerenstrae 92 in the Berlin district of
Kreuzberg. From 1940 on the workshop was based at Rosenthaler Strale 39 in the
Mitte district, occupying the entire first floor of the side wing of the building.

Blind and deaf Jews produced brooms and brushes in the workshop. The factory
was classified as “important for the war effort” because some of its products
were made to order for the Wehrmacht. Otto Weidt managed to protect his
workers from deportation for some time by bribing Gestapo officers.

Although its workforce was severely reduced after the deportations in 1943,

the Workshop for the Blind maintained production until shortly before the end
of the war. After the war Otto Weidt continued running the firm; his wife, Else
Weidt, took over after his death in December 1947. In 1952 the Provisioning Office
of East Berlin City Council closed down the Workshop for the Blind.




Employees of Otto Weidt's Workshop for the Blind at Rosenthaler Strale 39,
Berlin, 1941

B Jewish, commercial salesman, fate unknown
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Mivived the Nazi dictatorship because of his mixed marriage
Slegbert Lewin, born 1902 in Wongrowitz near Posen survived the
Nazi dictatorship because of his mixed marriage

M, Farber
fate unknown

Alfred Levy

fate unknown

Gustav Kremmert, born 1899 in Berlin

- non-Jewish, fate unknown

- Inge Deutschkron, born 1922 in Finsterwalde

~ survived the Nazi era in hiding

Rasa Katz, born 1898 in Samter near Posen

“murdered 1942 in Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp
Siegfried Lewin, born 1909 in Mogilno near Posen
murdered 1943 in Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp
Otto Weidt, born 1883 in Rostock

non-Jewish, died 1947 in Berlin

Werner Basch, born 1908 in Berlin

murdered 1945 in Dachau concentration camp

Leo Goldstein, born 1925 in Berlin
murdered 1943 in Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp

Alice Licht, born 1916 in Berlin
escaped 1945 from Christianstadt (subsidiary camp of Grol3-Rosen
concentration camp), died 1987 in Israel

Erich Frey, born 1889 in Berlin
murdered 1944 in Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp

Herbert Sommerfeld
survived the Nazi dictatorship because of his mixed marriage

Kurt Wolf, born 1902 in Berlin
murdered 1942 in Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp

18 Chaim Horn, born 1902 in Piotrkow Trybunalski near todz
murdered 1943 in Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp

19 Max Horn, born 1926 in Brandenburg an der Havel
murdered 1943 in Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp

20 Dr. Siegfried Lesh, born 1893 in Krone an der Brahe
murdered 1943 in Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp

The other peaple in the photo have not been identified







Hello, hello, Berlin calling!

Please listen very carefully;

We're switching over for an hour

To bring you a program packed with variety!!

.,
Ladies and gentlemen, I'd like to tell you
there are certain stories around

That can't simply be broadcast in public
And are better passed on in person.

It can't be denied,
It's an actual fact,
We live in the same Reich but build our own state.

Take President Weidt, for example

Whose name is known far and wide

For more than a year he has gathered around him
A pretty considerable bunch of jews,

He shares their sorrow and their joy

Anxiously hoping for better times.

He may produce brushes and brooms,

But that was only the cover story.

As he says himself,

“I'm a revolutionary!”

And so he took on little Marie Kusanke,

Whom people persuaded from her earliest youth
That the slogan of the day is socialism.

In truth, this was Kusanke's major idea

And would have remained so forever,

If little Hans hadn't played his game with her,
And now she says, politics is for men

While a woman should show what she can do in love.

Ladies and gentlemen, recently there was another new sensation,

A gentleman from the Danube shore is abroad on a special mission.
Everybody asks, Have they heard already,

Everybody says, | know all about it, and swears,

People are already whispering it in all the byways

It’s already echoing loud through all the streets

Robert Gero from the Vienna Jewish Community

Suddenly turned up with his staff in Berlin

To instruct the underlings of the local Jewish Community

In how to clear out households of Jews with “stars.”

But his tip-offs were good and not all that rare.

We knew, for example, where there was a round-up,

So among those who packed in the glow of a candle,
‘Was Lucie, and she vanished forever.

" But let me wind up now,

" The broadcast is over,

| The ether waves carried the news from house to house.
' | hope I've entertained you well

And I'd like to organize more evening performances.

* | wish you continuing good reception

And thank you very much for listening.
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Alice Licht
1940s

Alice Licht with her parents, Kathe and Georg Licht
1919









Weidt wrote the letter on his firm’s headed notepaper and addressed it to
Birkenau Camp Administration.

“As supplier to various labor camps and the Berlin Gestapo, | would like to
offer you.a selection of our products.

barrack brooms

yard brooms

long-handled scrubbing brushes

scrubbing brushes

street brooms

office brooms and brushes.

Subject to your prior approval, | would like to present samples of these
products in the period from June 12-20, 1944,

Heil Hitler! Otto Weidt.”

The stamp on the left is the official stamp of the Waffen SS Command
Center of Auschwitz Il concentration camp, registering receipt of the letter
on June 15, 1944.

On the right, under the obligatory greeting “Heil Hitler!”, is the business stamp
of Otto Weidt's Workshop for the Blind with his signature.

“Return - Happiness,” poem by Alice Licht
April 1945

Return — happiness

. | once thought — my whole happiness

lies in the little word ‘return’

on all the paths | trod, in all my dreams
there was only a sense of brimming over
after this ‘return.

And weeks went by and raced ahead

nothing had meaning for me any longer

like the belief in this ‘return’

And now, after this return has occurred

I'm losing the strength to carry on

and have'the feeling | could only keep on living
if a thousand chains surround me

if whip lashes crack around me

and loud insults and curses resound in my ear.

And you, my friend, who has all my heart

I've even bitterly destroyed the tranquillity

you need so desperately.

| know you give me everything

| know you only think of me

and instead of being grateful | shrink back

in the face of what | thought would be great happiness.

But believe me, the time is not far off
that | have longed for so much

when | shall again become ‘I’

and then, steadily, with all my might

things will be built, life will be lived and new things created

and then it will come true, that the word ‘return’
holds the foundation of great happiness.
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