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WRITING AN INTRODUCTION THAT HOOKS YOUR READER

First impressions cre so importoni. How mony times hqve you heord ihot? lt is lrue thol the first

impression-whether it's o first meeting with o person or the first senience of o poper-sets the stoge
for o losting opinion. To get your poper off io o greot stort, you should try to hove o firsi sentence thot
engoges your reoder. Think of your first senlence os o hook thoi drows your reoder in. lt is your big
chonce to be so clever thot your reoder ccn't stop.

EXAMPLE I

Whot hos fwo shorf orms, two short legs, o smoll heod ond o tiny mouth thot mokes
more noise ihon o bulldozer or on elephont in poin? According to my mother. it wos me os o
boby. Whot I locked in size (lwos only four pounds of birth), I mode up for in my loud
screoming. ln focf, lhe sounds I mode were so constont ond initoting thot my porents storted
colling me "Grogge/'like the noisemqker used to drown out Homon's nome of Purim. Then,

on my first birthdoy, I took o breoth to blow oul the condle ond the screoming stopped. How
I become one of the cqlmest qnd quietest odults remqins o mystery to my fomily who
remembers thot firsl yeorwilh dreod. My journey from onnoying'Groggef'to the yogo
moster ond toi kwon do expert I om todoy is nothing short of miroculous.

Why this work

EXAMPLE 2

As lwotched the finolfew minutes of the documentoryMoking o Difference, it wqs
hord to hold bock the teors. Here Iwos in o theoter filled with hundreds of moviegoers who
hod no ideo thot the subject of the film they wotched obout o young doctor who solved the
mqloriq problem in Africq wos sitting in their midst. The film wqs especiolly moving for me
becouse it wos the story of my life ond the incredible opportunity I hod os on infecfious
diseose speciolist to chonge the course of history. I wosn't olwoys o lob rot working doy ond
night to find o voccine to prevent mqloriq. My youngeryeqrs were wonderfully corefree. ln
thot theoter I rejoiced in oll thot I hod occomplished ond remembered bock to my
childhood when my grondfother first told me obout the epidemic thot wos clqiming the lives

of so mony innocenl souls ond his chollenge to me to mqke o difference.

Why this works



EXAMPLE 3

lwos born on the bock of o snowmobile! Most people moke it to the hospitol, some
ore born of home ond there ore even q fewwho qre delivered en route to the hospitol
pulled over in o toxicqb on the side of o rood. But despite my very eorly ond rother
obnormol entry into this world, I om o pretty regulor guy which proves thot you con stort out
onywhere, even stuck with wheels spinning in o snow bonk, qnd end up moving forwqrd. l'm
pretty proud of whot I occomplished ond forever groleful to the stronger who noticed my
mom toppled over with her cross*country skis pointing stroight up in ihe oir ond knew enough
to coll the ski potrol.

Why this work

EXAMPLE 4

Mount Kilimonjoro with its gleoming glociers, stonds mojesticolly omidst vost open
ploins, inviting you to the chollenge to climb to the top through the fqrms ond roin foresf, to
poss through the moorlond to highlond desert ond to witness the eternolsnow on'The Roof
of Africo." lt's o breoth-toking sight both literolly given the height ond figurotively os well. As
my 30th birihdoy present to myself, I felt I hod mode on exceptionql ochievement. While I

took in the noturol beouty ond the self-sotisfoction of o job well-done, I remembered the
moment lfirst leorned oboui Kilimonjoro ond mode o secret commitment to myself to climb
it one doy.

Why this works

EXAMPLE 5
"Life is o bowl of cherries." I heord thot phrose o hundred times, but it hos ioken me

until now to fully oppreciote its meqning. My life hos been filled with endless choices, most
resulting in sweet results. However, there hove been those times when I took o big bite out of
the cherry of life qnd found the loste to be sour ond the pit to be bitler. Those times hove
been few, fortunotely, ond I hove olwoys been blessed with greot people who supporled me
through the rough spots. Now os o teocher, I help the next generotion moke good choices
so thoi they end up picking more ripe chenies thon sour ones from their bowl of life.

Why this works


