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CREATE YOUR OWN CIVILIZATION

Now thot we've explored two of the first civilizotions-Mesopotomio ond Egypt-it's
time to opply your knowledge cnd creotivity ond creote your very own civilizotion,

First. though, let's review whot mokes o civilizotion:

Ihe development of agricultvre to the point where formers ore oble to produce o
surplus of food (beyond whst is needed by one's famity) is cruciof fo fhe farmation

of a civilizofion. ln order fo develo p agriculture ta this point, fonners must be
copcble of usrng fechniques such os crop rotation, animol power ond forms of
irrigatton.

As o resutt of this surplus of foad, a major part of the popvlation no longer needs to

spend mosf of their time producing food. lnsfeod, they con go info occupofions
ond trod e f or or buy fhe food they need. Ihrs specidlizatian of labor is on
important port of a civilnofion.

With predicfoble faod sourcer fhe esfob/ishment of occupofions, ond the
participafion in trade, people no longer need fo leod o nomodt'c (wandenngl ltfe.

lnsfeod, fhere is o golherfng of people info permanenl sefflemenfs known os cifies

ond populolion increoses. Geogrophicsl feotures thot provtde important
resources ond profection from enemies ore essential ta fhe longevity af
civilizations.

Attcivilizafrbns involve sorne form of governmenl,usually heoded by achieffoin or

ruling family. Political power is mosfly in the cifies. Organized religion and
educofion ore esfoblished. A sysfem af writing ond record keeping are
developed, ond innovations ond culture flourish.



Questions to think obout before creoting your own civilizolion:

RELIGION: How do people exploin, relote to, ond cope with ihe
mysteries of life, especiolly birth ond deoth? Whot sre iheir myths?
Whot god/s islqre worshipped? How do lhe people show respect for
their godls? Who ore the "holy people"? Whot ore the most importont
teochings ond rules of the religion? Whot kinds of rituols or ceremonies
ore importqnt? Are holidoys celebrated?
ECONOMY: Whol items ore essentiolto lhe lives of the people? How do
people moke o living? How do they produce, distribute, ond exchonge
goods? Whoi items ore imporied {brought from elsewhere} ond which
ore exported (sent elsewhere)? How ore items moved from one ploce
lo onother? Whot monetory system do they use? How ore iroding
records kept? Whot iobs need to exist to support the econonlyq-
CULTURE: How do people express themselves creotively? Whot kind of
experiences, thoughts, or feelings do people try to convey through
forms of ort (pointing, sculpture, music, dqnce, theoier, ond literoture)?
Do they celebrote holidoys thot ore culturol in noture, rother lhon
religious? How does the qrchitecture {whot buildings look like} reflect
whot is imoortont to the people? ls historv imporlont?
INTEILECTUAL PURSUITS: How do people form ideos ond theories? Whot
tools do they use? ls science understood or considered importcnt?
Whoi innovotions or inventions have they mode ond how did they
come obout? How do the people communicote? Whqt is fhe written
siyle of longuoge? How ore people educqted? Who ore considered
thebesiteochers?lsbeingeducotedhighlyregorded?-
POUTICS: Whqt type of government does the civilizotion hove? How
ore the leoders selected? Whot ore the titles of those in power? Whot
qre their responsibilities? Whot mojor lows hove been mode? Whot
punishments exist for the lqw breokers? ls there o need for foreign
relotions or is the civilizotion isoloied? Whot obout wqrs ond in-fighting?
Are there tcrxes? Are there courls of low?
ENVIRONIIIENT: Where is the civilizotion locqted? Whot is the climote
like? Whot is fhe soil and the terroin like? Which physicolfeoiures moke
life easy ond which present chollenges? ls the locotion odvonfogeous
for defense ogoinst ottocks? Which crops ond liveslock does this

locoiion best suppori? Whqt noturol disosters ore most feored? How do
oeoole ottemot io chqnqe their phvsicol environment?
SOCIAL STRUCTURE: How do people orgonize themselves in o society?
How importont is morrioge ond ihe fomily unit? Whot jobs ore the most
populor? Which jobs ore the most highly regorded? lf there ore different
closses of people, on whot ore the distinctions b<;sed? ls it possible to
move from one sociol closs to onother? Whqt is doily life like for the
vorious closses of people?



REQUIREMENTS

Now thot you've reviewed the feotures of o civilizoiion ond osked yourself some

importont thought-provoking, ideo-generoting questions, it's time to creote the

items ihot will tell the story of whot mokes your civilizolion unique.

You will hove two closs periods {Mondoy 6/l I ond Tuesdoy 6/121io complete lhis

project. All items must be your originol work; they con be drown by hond or by

using the compuler.

On tr posler boord, you must include:

the nqme of your civilizotion written in lcrrge lellers of lhe top of your

boord
its relqlive locolion written out; the more specific the description of the

relotive locotion, the better (remember "relotive locotion" is o geogrophy

term we leorned first quorter--be sure to use it correctly)

_o flog, penn<rnt, or bonner mode out of poper thot highlights some unique

feotures of your civilizotion ond would be used to indicote on importont
ploce such os o government building or o noteworthy londmork {eoch side

of your flag, pennonl, or bonner should be leost 4 inches so ihot it stonds out

on your boord)
on oerisl mop {one drown os if looking frorn obove) lhot includes ot
leost twelve (l2l importont noturol ond/or mon-mode feotures-this could
include buildings. fields, borders, rivers, mountain ronges, etc; the mop
should be neotly drown ond lobeled (by hond or by computer); feel free to

include ony odditionol mop feotures {such os o mop key or composs rose} if

you think it would be helpful to the viewer; this should be on o regulor piece

of copy poper 18 1lzx 1 1)

o poper version of the front of s minioture Tourist T-Shirt with o cotchy
slogon obout the civilizotion written in the longuoge of the civilizolion {this

would be someihing similor to whot you would see in o souvenir shop while

on vocotion); the slogon should be tronsloied into EnElish below the T-Shirt

itself (the T-Shirt should be at least 6 inches tall so thot it stonds out on your

boord)
o Doy in the Life document {such os o doily schedule, short story, diory entry,

letter home, etc) thot gives c full picture of whot life wos like for someone

living in your civiliz<rtion; this is o greot opportunity to highlight some of the

detoils thot moke living in your civilizotion so unique, especiotly those detoils

thot you hove not alreody incorporoted in the other items; the size ond
formot of this document is up to you

aver----)



FINALLY, the lost ond possibly most imporfont item you will need to creote is on...

ARTIFACT!

Creote somelhing fhot on orchoeologist might discover from your civilizotion. This

shoutd be something thot when "uneorthed" would reveol importont clues obout
whol makes the civilizolion unique.

This could be o port of q document such os o book, o peoce ireoty, or list of low-

breokers ond their crimes. lt could be o piece of pottery, o tool, some jewelry or

moybe o hot in the shope of o Brussels sprout. lf you're thinking o lorger item might

be best, consider creoting o pretend photogroph rother thon constructing the

item itself. All creotions must be oble to fit on o regulcr student desk (ond it should

not be included on your posler boord).

The orlifoct must be on originol creotion by you; you moy not use on imoge or on

item thot olreody exists exoctly os you find it, but you con use your clever woys to
construct something by hand or "monipulote" something you find (either in reol life

or on the computer)lo moke it your own.

The ortifoct is o stond-olone item thct will be disployed in the clossroom withoui
ony explonotion so the mosi importont thing to remember is this: Your item hos to
represent something imporfont obout your civilizotion. Your orcheologicolly-
minded clossmotes will be "discovering" your ortifoct ond moking guesses os to
whot it reveols obout your civilizotion. We'll then find out from the "orfifoct-
generotor'' {youl} whot the reol significonce of the item is ond how it teoches us

something importont obout your civilizoiion. Then you will hove o chonce to
describe the other items on your poster boord.

There will be prizes oworded for the ortifocts ond the civilizoiion posters thot reflect

the most thought ond creativity so DIG DEEP ond HAVE FUN!!!
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