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BE ON THE TOOKOUT
ldeos you shauld be thinking obouf ond quesfibns you should be oskrng yourself

os you read through your Dystopion Novel

As we hove leorned from our reoding of lhe Grver, c Dystopion Novelfeotures o fictionol, futuristic

ond controlled sociefu. Usuolly science or technology ploy o role. While these ore some of the unifying

feotures of Dystopion Literqture, virluolly oll ofher ospects of this genre con vory tremendously. While

reoding your Dystopion Novel, think obout how it is similor to lhe Giver. Also considerwhot elements

distinguish it from Lois Lowry's compelling tole. The following questions will help guide your reoding so

thot you will be oble to generote the ideos necessory to write your finol Humonities poper for this

schoolyeor--o 5-7 porogroph essoy comporing ond controsting the two works of fiction-

SETTING

Where does your novel toke ploce? ls the locolion cruciol to the plot of the book or could the events

hoppen onywhere? ls there more lhon one physicollocotion represented in the novel? ls ihere

specific informcrtion obout the time period in which the oction tokes ploce? Does the novelspCIn a
short or long period of time (such os severol generolions)?

CHARACTERS

Whqt ore the oges ond genders of the moin choracters in your novel? Are these feotures imporfont?

How do the moin chorocters end up in this society? Whot ore their ottitudes obout their siiuotion? Are

lhere chorocters thot feel trcpped in the cunent system? Do ihey work loword exposing the

inhumonity or oddressing the injustices? Are there chorocters fhot ore unowore of lhe negotive

ospects of the cunent structure or openly support it? ls lhere o centrol figure that is revered by the

members of the sociefy? ls there o person or c group of peopte thol oppeor to be seporote from the

excessive conlrols of socieiy? ls there more of o focus on the chorocters thon on lhe oction in this

book?

PLOT

How does the novel begin? How does ii end? Whqt kinds of conflicts exist? ls lhere o single significont

event such os wor, rebellion, climote chonge or overpopulotion thot results in the dromotic changes in

the society? How cre the conflicts presenfed qnd how ore they resolved? ls there much externol

conflict such os people fighting or choracters enduring nofurolcctostrophes? Whol kind of role do
the choroclers'internolconflicis ploy in the ociion of the book? Whst suspensefulelemenls ore

included? Does the oction guide the wriiing, or does the "bock stort''or chorocter development
dominote?

POINT OF VIEW

Who tells the story? How do you feel obout the nonotor. i.e. is s/he believable or likeoble? Does the

point of view limit the reqder's occess to informotion? Does the reoder generolly know more oboui

whot is hoppening thon the chorocters do? Would elements of the novel be significcnily different if

the point of view chonged? Does the point of view shift ot ony point during the novel?



WRITING STYLE

Are there mostly shorf, eosy-to*understond sentences in your novel or does the author use mony

lengthy sentences thot demond exiro concentrotion? Does the outhor mcke use of much diologue?

ls the vocobulqry bosic or sophisticated? Do you find mony exomples of descriptive writing or

figurotive longuoge such os the similes ond metophors you would find in good poetry? Do you feel

like the writing flows noturolly? ls ii fosl-poced?

TONE

Are the siluotions in the novel unsettling or dislurbing? Does the tone of the novel get progressively

dorker or does the reoder sense instonces of hopefulness? Are the imcges presented in c grophic

woy? ls there on emphosis on violence? Are there suspenseful moments or does the plot progress in c
more predictoble foshion?

SYMBOLISM

ls there on object, chorccter, or ideo thot of first glonce seems unimportcnt but thst reoppeors often

or thot the writer spends a greot deol of time describing? Are their nomes of chorocfers or locotions

thot seem to toke on speciolsignificonce or represent something more ihon just o nome?

USE OF TECHNOLOGY

Whot forms of technology ore present in the novel? Whot is the purpose of this technology? How ore

computers, robots ond oiher scientific odvonces used or obused? How ore the creotors of this

technology ireoted? Are there coses when technology tokes the ploce of humons or interferes wiih
whot we would consider normol humsn interactions?

FORMS OF CONTRQL

How is informotion distributed to the people? How is independent thought controlled? Whct

freedoms ore people denied? What rules ore in place? Whoi punishments exist for breoking the

rules? How is the noturol world such os the climote or the landscope controlled? ls there o formol

system for educoting young people? Whot role does fear ploy? Are chcrrocters purposely isoloted

from ecch other or relationships between people limited?

soqrAL COMMENTARY
Does ihe outhor of your novel seem to be crilicizing some cunent trend or poliliccl siluolion? ls there o

lesson to be leqrned from reoding fhis book? Upon finishing the novel, do you feeldifferently obout

some ospect of our society?


